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IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Mat 28, 1828. 

' Wd^lniiiiiivtt, ffHAVliit < orAjlBiirti«^.'f)op^wiii ^ff|C9i«rMo««f, and 
FoLLsa of Boston, be a.Comntiltee h> w^it on the Rxy. Jam is I^alkkr, and 
present to him the thanks of this House,^ for tiie tHscouif^'deUverM by'hitt- tikU 
^iij',b«ibre'aieEfdeut!T« antftte'l^ifeiMiitf^ laid icif«qi|qst a«QH»".ff tin 
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SERMON. 



EXODUS, XVm, 21. 



Thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such ta 
fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness ; and place such 
over them to be rulers. 



• . 1 



The public business, the excitements of the day, 
and all the circumstances in which we are assem?: 
Medv make it imperative on me to be briefs and 
almost entirely occasional. You have not come 
heire^ prepared to sit down and listen to a learned 
discussion, fearfully long, and fearfully dull ; and I 
do not mean you shall be troubled with one. 
I only ask your attention, while I throw out a few 
hints on the responsibility the people of this coun- 
try are under, to take care that the men whom 
they raise to authority, are honest and capable. 

In those countries where the accident of birth 
determines who shall rule over them, the people 
are not responsible for the character and capaci- 
ties of the men in power. It is true, a corrupt ad- 



ministration is a national calamity in all goKWi|ri 
ments^ but in ours it is at the same tiioe | a^iQ%r.* 
tional calamity)^ ^iind a . national sin. J^romi tJbif9( 
freedom, mid, J frequency pf our otectioi^sy .^u!rjp*4?r, 

Ik men eim Jwti*VitJ)« JfTepIl* ofrttie p^ppte iv«5W^ 
if pow^rj^iP^t ifltQuunwocthy hand§, or 9«ff(Wpdjjtgi 
rem^ there m. houii^after.it.ifl abuac^j .ti?(^iflW*J»i 
are rjesppp^blq. it. is a fair inference,,. ^ba^fitfl^i 
whpjj^ people rhave degenerated. It wo^WfiUQt) 
be lak 40^ (judges thei 4inwala of ti)^^ pdopji^ QfJ&Qgrt 
latfdi. orvpf France, by the mojrate of the/ «i5W*H| 
but i^ m ipprfectly fair ito judge tlio. morals. oC^jtbe? 
people of . thi^ cpnntcy by: tJb^ oK^rals of t^e nten^ . 
whom ith^y ele va;te by t^ieiri volu»tt^y >aiii9rages. ito. 
reptesepfc ^ thfe majeety of the. f jiation^ < . It! i«: < pf WM-i 
speakabj^ importance, ^lat we ^ should t fool Abathtf^^ 
ard u)$|i^iealedi in^^ manner in- mkk^ ^nof^othorip^kiw 
pier <jLr<9» mr the character df 0unrri»l6i»i( Aidttbei 
Axxti^ f^iftiting from thisi peenKarity^of iturioofei 
stita^tioibaiB&ii^ighly and edlemnr ^ ft>^oi Lmt >r>t<i 
Gom^hAeof) too, the ^ffeety which tbei)iolkicai>6lMr 
vatkm 0fj«fl|)adiman will haveoti-pobiiat opiBi6n, 
and tbfdui^ public opinion on > the public izMirahii . 
We pre9/eh aboutfeoiBcie0cef.the4ignily ^f humane 
nature,; the power of rel%ioo,»Rnd divai^ idlu* 
ences^; aiid all ihis is wtoU.* Expeiience ^teacbea 
us, however, that all thi^is nofihmgyor nextto no;) 
tfamg, unless countenanced and sustained by fmUio: 



oi^iirk>ti';< 'Which fixto tbe prct^etical standard' in 
BiMrf flhteej and* feW rise much abov«e it» or mk 
DMibh below it. The biAtory of'4egi^li0n on such 
siAjtets as duelling, totterieid^^linti the Lord^s-day, 
fihthvB wialiBo, that laws, human' kws, fjcVe^ii abs^ 
iMe itellity, are nO bett«^ Ihan'^i^ O^oh bfottod 
pasf^uient, niilelto countenanced' aild eaa^ined^by 
pttblicv opinion. Gk)d forbid, that I •should ^^k 
df^vii^oe as not baring its foundation: in hubittA 
n^tuite ; 8tiU i cannot but tiiink^-^bat this is a-iiUbi-- 
jeCt'cm which we may bo a little too refined^ a til^ 
dli'too enthusiastic, a little too eloqoent tfor ^a^^^ 
tiaal puiposes.' Ge^drally and practically spQtfkn 
kig,lbdteYe^ tbal meiy are just ^e goodi a^^th^y 
tbiAk public opidi^m req^ir^s I and nobett^rv. >Li0t 
it be undevstbod)' therefoiie, that IxH^noifts -Viocf]^ 
wtiii|iotilcise la 4Hian 4he 'Confidence of tbe^^fiieopto) 
letiitL'to ufidersltoeid^ that the vicious^' are not^^i 
tolaratttdi b«t(tnuited^Qndbonoured»'aiMi4hegp«at 
practkal restraint on the bad {ia9siOAs4^d0tii|»toi' 
inMdi aAd ajl otbei^ft WiU be •eli»d4^dr'<^ d^^fi^ ' 
.iu^ mischievmis iprojudicei preivail^'ith^t^a man^ 
p&iVMi^jcbBMwAeM haajbot litlje to do* ]wii;|^^bk pub- 
lic ; charactef « ; ] - Idndoubtedltpa man :itiay wa«t -fipme 
of^lhe qualilies yDecesB«yry>to> a ^ood^ fatbes, or a 
good son^ or a good neighbour, :and yet make an 
exeelknt magistrate. or Jod^e. £?en these defects 
howevier^ tkMigb> ^jr^^ mayuoot > ^operate . dkeclly , 
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must operate indirectly to injure him in his piaU^ 
capacity ; because, by lessening the regard felt for 
him as a man, they must do something, at least, to 
lessen the regard felt for him as a public officer. 
And this, in a government like ours, is no trifling 
consideration ; where official dignity depends in so 
small a measure on the pomp and circumstance of 
office, but almost entirely on the personal qualities 
of the incumbent. Besides, the reasons why some 
defects in a man's private character do not unfit 
him for a public station is, that though criminal in 
themselves, they do not imply him to be, nor make 
him to be, absolutely unprincipled. A man may 
have a very bad temper, for example, and be ^ad- 
dicted to many bad habits, without being abso- 
lutely unprincipled. Let a man become abso- 
lutely unimncipled as a private man ; and I can see 
no reason for supposing, that he will not be ecjually 
so as a public man. Libertinism in private life may 
be consistent, perhaps, with a scrupulous observ- 
ance of the rules of an artificial and conventional 
honour; but it is the grave of sentiment, and 
gradually induces that moral heartlessness and 
skepticism, whiqh is fatal to the higher virtues, and 
not more so to religion and true friendship, than 
to a disinterested patriotism* 

Besides^ in well informed and well disposed 
communities, nothing is more common than to 
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overrate the talents, arid real efficiency of bad 
men. We see it every wliere; for even in a 
number of brothers, if there is one of them who 
gives himself up to vicious ahdf profligate courses, 
lie almost always passes tor tfee genius of the fariii- 
ly. We judge a man's poWeir to do' good by what 
we see of his power to do evil; not reflecting that 
the latter is a very vulgar accompiisfiment, which 
setdoth ' implies even so miich as the perver^toh of 
a great mind. There is the more occasion ' tliat 
topics like these should be pressed in a government 
like oiirs, as it is essentially popular, and on this 
account niore likely to b'e'carried' away ty qualities 
that are hierely Sfrikihg arid popular, in contradis- 
tinction tb stich as'ate* s6iid and useful. ' If there 
is any brie matit" idmirted by ' air to lie ' pecufiarly 
indicative' dffeaV'gi'^atoe^s 6^inind,'^t is orij^in- 
alitjr ; nor do we object to thiB crite/^idff ■ wh4n 
prbpcJHjr atypilbd. But it unfbrtuhitetyiHkpf^eris, 
thai tinpririci{)led men) not having the! liSttiit^Jiahicle 
of rbal originality) may easily gain a ' re)f>iimti6Ti Tor 
it in the populat mind merely by Heiii^; or attbi6ting 
to be singular in their Wa^st of thirikirig and acting. 
Let a man of nothing nibfb than brfiiriaiy poWets 
strike a:way froniihe corniiibri trkck, adva:rie(3 a few 
startling paradoxes, arid defend them with as mn6h 
plausibility as he can, arid straightway he becdtnes, 
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in the eyes of the million at least, a wonderful ge- 
nius. 

Such were not the ihfen, who have raised this 
country to its present envmble place among the 
nations of the earth. There was not a wonderful 
genius among^ them* all ; but they were able men, 
aiid such ds feared God, men of truth, hating cov- 
etbusness. This point was secured in the first set- 
tlement of New England by the strict and puritani- 
cal principles, which our forefatfiers brought over 
with them from the parent country ; and also by 
the idea they were continually holding up to one 
another of establishing here a Christian common^ 
wealth. It is also true of the leaders of the Revo- 
lution, throughout the country, that they were re- 
markable alike for their public' and private virtues, 
and owed their elevation, in most cases, to this 
circumstance, and I may add, their power and 
consequence aflerwards. The war broke out> 
and a time of difficulty and sacrifice began*; the 
pecuniary resources of the nation were drained 
to the last drop, continual levies of men to recruit 
the army operated all over the country with the 
effect of a military conscription, and meanwhile 
the enthusiasm which marked the opening sctoes 
of the struggle, was rapidly subsiding. In this 
state of things, if there had beeA the slightest 
pretext for believing that the leading men were 
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false to their pledges, had but the shadow of a 
suspicion passed across the singleness and purity 
of their intentions, the new. and ill constituted 
goremment would not have lived for an hour. 
We often speak of the virtue ^nd intelligence 
of the people, as the great security of our liber* 
ties; and in quiet times, and under a well estab- 
lished government, they are perhaps a great aqd 
sufficient security. But in the shock of a great 
political revolution the legal restraints and natural 
landmarks of authority are broken up ; and the 
mind is pained at the bare contemplation of the 
possible consequences, if at this cn$is in our coun- 
try's destiny the . supreme command had devolved 
on a Cromwell, instead of a Washington. 

It is difficult to do justice to that assemblage of 
qualities in the character of this great man, which 
makes his name almost equally dear to the lovers 
of liberty in both hemispheres ; and the reason is, 
that no one of these qualities is very striking, con- 
sidered apart from the rest. His writings do not 
show him to have been a very original or profound 
thinker ; military men do not speak of his cam- 
paigns as evincing the highest order of talents in 
this service ; and he is understood as a statesman 
to have availed himself of the aid of the distin- 
guished men he called about him. His fame does 
not rest on any one quality, but on a wonderful 
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upioa and blending of qualities, in which there was 
nooj^ tbo^ 4etFapte€i at all &om the oonfidence and 
admiratipn t^ vi^l^ .ipspifed. Those . wha think 
tb^ria ca)^, |:)qr,QQotrU^v jgreatness, where there is 
no|bi^; ,43^^]ipg„g|wt!iflg iv^those who are aodtten 
w|fj)u a.^9f^^?^K^nwfatip^: of heroes^ may pro-^ 
n9ii]fnpj&,,J[iiai..jc})fkrfMptw tame and. icommoxiplace) 
bul^^ii^U^^.^f^ll^i^. appearance originates in. what 
r^9^^^^9Qf^stitute^'4he chief ' glory, of his character ; 
its.j^atit^pvQporjUons^ its perfect harmony. Above 
all^ ^^][^ci w^ast; hia^isacrjed regard to principle, and 
tl^^^splemi^^e^l^VA WiithiWibich^he; devoted himself 
to the service V of (bis < country,, that gave a^^moffal 
fipi^h and sublimity ttQ> his it character, and makes 
us^peakoif bkPic aa w^^ ispeakrof religioo;. Yes^ 
we can ,b^rdly stand ia the presence of that no-* 
bl|^ Jprffi ip thq. aloaost: speaking manble, without 
soijn^})i^g,oftbe« feeling with which the. pagans 
wj^r^imp^*QP§ei^i;wheQ they stood before the vstatues 
of.,|^eiic,^tgpds.,.,You have done well to place it 
wj^j^re ,|i^ i^,;x^r>>there is something in that look, 
w^ph^a public niaa cmi. hardly pass without being 
reminded of ];us obligaticm to go, and do likewise* . 
.One of the woi^st tendencies of: our. political dis- 
sensions isr that they make ua indifferent or blind 
to the pei^sonal qualifik^ationaof .the candidates for 
office. 'I am aware that parties are to be expected 
in a free country ; and that they answer many use- 
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ful and important ends, particulariy by being a 
watch and check on one anotfaef, 'so as to prevent 
the party in power froDd abusing that power. I 
knowy too, that where a party is founded oh a real 
difference of <^inion on irajiortanfc national ques- 
tions, no one is at liberty^ to* tx)mpromise this 
diffevei^e^ except^ perhaps, io great iemergenciiss 
which can seldom occur, threatening tfa^'vetyet'- 
istence of the state* Party, however, becomes 
faction, a mischievous and uapiiiicipled faction, 
when the great national interests are forgotten, 
and the caavass^ at elections is tiof&de to turn od 
points which i have nothing to do with the ques* 
tions, 1b he honest.^ Js^he capable? There is no 
danger to this country >8C| long aid a fVee and unbi- 
assed expression' of -public sentiment governs ; but 
there is danger^ and great danger, if every thing id 
to be done by party, and if the impulse of party iij 
to be given by a fe w^ hollow and artful ifi^te. It is 
not to be denied that many men, who ^ Would not 
have attracted a moment's attentioil from ^ny fair 
view of their natural or acquired abilities, have yet 
been drawn into the lists by party considerations 
solely, and elevated to 'highland responsible posts, 
merely that they might 'expose their incompetency, 
and dii^race the nation*. CaB it be that the people 
are deceived; that the virtue and intelligence of 
the people, of whicjti we hear so much, are deceiv* 
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ed ? Do they not consider in such cases, do they 
not know, that they are the instruments, the mere 
tools of ambitious and intriguing demagogues; 
who are seeking, in this way, to avail themselves 
of the popular delusions and discontents, and turn 
them to selfish and sinister purposes ? 

The manner in which the characters of our 
public men are treated, is another practice likely 
to> disgust the virtuous and high minded with the 
service, and induce them to withdraw altogether. 
It is necessary to our liberties, I admit, that a 
jeak)us and vigilant watch should be kept on the 
conduct of men in power. But it is not necessary, 
I am sure, that that mighty engine the press, on 
both sides, instead of endeavoring to enlighten the 
community by a fair and manly discussion of the 
great questions at issue, should teem with nothing 
but gross personalities, and vulgar and unfounded 
abuse. It certainly cannot be necessary, that this 
spirit should find its way into the grave and solemn 
debates of our legislative assemblies, and make a 
man's success there, depend on the possession of 
qualities, which ought rather to exclude him from 
all decent society. Consider the demoralising ef- 
fect it must have on our own people, pouring this 
flood of wrath and bitterness through a community 
already too much excited. Consider, too, the in- 
fluence it will have on the national character in 
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the eyes of foTeigners, who will always judge us by 
our public men, and our publie men by these cal^ 
uninies. Besides, what do political distinctions 
promise a man in this country, supposing him to 
be successful, but the feverish life of an expectant 
until the office is gained ; and then, though it may 
be the highest ofB<^e in the state, to hold it but a 
few years, and be thrown back into society a-cona- 
mon man, broken, perhaps, in health and fortune. 
Is there any thing here to induce one to give up 
his good name, his private history^ and the feelings 
of his family and- connections, to be the sport a»d 
prey of hireling incendiaries ? 

Your Excellency, and the gentlemen associated 
with you in the government, will receive our res- 
pectful salutations. Entering, as you do this day, 
on a new political year, it is unnecessary for me, 
perhaps it would be accounted officiousness, to 
remind you of the expectations of your constitu- 
ents. They point you to the example of your illus- 
trious predecessors, to a Hancock, a Bowdoin, and 
the Adamses of other days ; they refer you to the 
Constitution, that charter of our rights and lib- 
erties which must never be violated, or touched 
but with reverence ; they appeal to your conscien- 
ces, which are as the echo of the divine mind. 
They also put under your protection and patron- 
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age their literary, moral and religious institutions, 
with a solemn injunction that you should be faith- 
ful to this charge. Sad presage will it be of 
coming evil, should prosperity ever make the peo- 
ple of this country blind or indifferent to the sour- 
ces, whence that prosperity has been derived. 

It is a melancholy reflection, that we can have 
no certainty of the continuance of any earthly 
blessing. Governments, even the best govern- 
ments often contain in them the seeds of decay and 
death. It is by no means impossible, that our own 
may ere long be numbered among the repub- 
lics, that have been. Let us then learn to put our 
trust in Him by whom nations rise and fall ; and 
as we have no abiding city here, anxiously look for 
one hereafter which hath foundations, whose buil- 
der and maker is God. 
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